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PARENTAL ADVISORY 


WARNING 


Lawrence 

A merchant traveling 
with Holo. Heading 
north in search of 
Holo’s homeland. 


Holo 


Lawrence’s traveling companion, a 
beautiful girl. Her true form is that 
of the wolf-god of the harvest. 


Elsa 

A girl in the employ 
of the priest of the 

Church in Tereo. In 
love with Evan. 


Evan 

A young miller. Entranced 

by the world outside his village— 
including merchants. 


Bishop Van 

The bishop of St. Rio’s Church in 
the town of Enberch. Conspiring 
with the town to control Tereo. 


Map illustration: Hidetada Idemitsu 


Introduction 


Seeking clues to lead them to Holo’s homeland, 
Lawrence and Holo journey northward. Having heard 


that the church priest in Tereo knows the whereabouts 
vof“a"monk«who'specializes'in‘pagan’gods;the'two! head! 


for the rural village. There, however, they’re ereccedia at | 
the e church by a stern girl named Elsa... 
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I CANNOT 
BUT MUSE THAT 
I AM ON THE 
LOSING END OF 
THIS BARGAIN, 
‘TIS TRUE. 


TAN? oN 
NSN) 
N 


j ew 
J 1 WeLp ease \ cern 
NIGHT'S CHILL 
AS I CAN... 


QUESTION 
OF WHO IS IN 
THE WRONG 
AND WHO 


SHOULD BE 
APOLOGIZING, 
"TIS YOU 
\ AND SURE 

\ ENOUGH. 
ji. 


«THIS TAIL 
IS MY PRIDE! 
THE ONLY 
PROOF THAT 
I AM ME. 


70 THE COLD, 
LAWRENCE HAD 
UNCONSCIOUSLY 
2 NESTLED HIS 
Ks 4 4 FEET BN eal ty 
y URRY TAIL. ‘A 
He PRET WORSE YET, 


WHEN HE'D 
eda HER TURNED OVER 


HEARD HER g eA 
Aictay ; \ HER FUR, 
CONTINUED / WA L 


70 HEAR hs 
ABOUT IT. NY 


A 
Pils 
a Bi | | 
EI 


I TIRE OF 


tuis ToucH \\ \\% A 
pve BREAD. |} )\ \\\~ 
—* 

i 


I NEVER 
WOULD'VE 
IMAGINED WE'D 
BE UNABLE TO 
SELL WHEAT IN 
A TOWN LIKE 


LUXURIES 
LIKE THAT 


Sa LO a e 


iZ 
Z 


NORMALLY 
THEY QUAKE IN 
FEAR AT SUCH 


WELL, I'MA 
Hl MERCHANT. 


MY 
GOODS ARE 
AS PRECIOUS 
TO ME AS 


MY LIFE. 


MY TAIL 
Ig QUITE THE 
SAME! YOU'D 
DO WELL TO 
REMEMBER 


SOON THE 
TWO WOULD 
NEED TO 
MIND HOLO'S 
TAIL VERY 
CAREFULLY 
INDEED. 


J Af 
aN V/ 
ete 


EVEN we oF \ 
THE CHURCH 
IN ENBERCH 
MOURN HIM, 


IT 
WILL BE 
DIFFICULT 
FOR YOU TO 
CONTINUE AD- 
MINISTERING 
AS YOU HAVE 
THUS FAR. 


ELSA 
SCHTINGHEIM, 
YOU ARE A 
DEACONESS. AND 
THIS CHURCH 
HAS NO HOLY 
ARTIFACTS. 


THIS DOCUMENT 
SHOWS THAT 
THE VILLAGE 

CHURCH'S 

MANAGEMENT IS 

GUARANTEED. 


1 Raat eed ATE 


CHURCH HAS 
PREPARED TO 
DISPATCH AN 
APPROPRIATE 
INDIVIDUAL. 


BISHOP 
VAN, MAY 


IN SUCH A 
CASE, THE 
CONTRACT 
BETWEEN 
ENBERCH AND 
WE OF TEREO 
APPLIES AS 
FOLLOWS. 


MEDIATED 
BETWEEN 
BOTH 
RYE. 
une mrt ore ae it, PARTIES 
at BETNPEN EAE MOTT CONAN: a ove 
COE Lace op reto won’ 
(pereesextarive 


ur 


WITHOUT 
CONSULTING 
OTHERS ON 

THE DEFINITION 
OF A "VILLAGE 
CHURCH,” I'M 


IS ONLY MY 
VIEW, BUT I 
DO BELIEVE 
THE VILLAGE 
OF TEREO 
\S PART OF 

THE ENBERCH 

CHURCH'S 

PARISH. 


OF COURSE, 
WE CANNOT 
ABIDE. 


as 


SPEAKING 
SUCH NAMES a 
WITHIN THESE 
SACRED yO, 
WALLS IS o 
HERESY. 


IF THE 
PEOPLE OF 
YOUR VILLAGE 
JUST COME 
REGULARLY TO 
THE CHURCH, 
THEIR HEARTS 
WILL SOON 
BE FILLED 
ANEW. 


HEART, 
VILLAGE 
ELDER! 


i] MAY RISE A BIT, 


BUT UNDER THE 
ADMINISTRATION 


OF THE ENBERCH 
PARISH... 


IT’S TRUE 
THAT THIS 
CHURCH NOW 
HAS NO HOLY 
RELICS. 


BEFORE FATHER 
FRANZ PASSED 
AWAY, HE SENT 
LETTERS ALL 
AROUND. 


_—_ 
-— a 


BUT 
ACCORDING 
TO CHURCH 
LAW, WITH THE 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
OF FIVE PRIEST- 
COUNCILLORS, 
I CAN INHERIT 
THE CARE OF 
THE CHURCH. 


HAVE YOU | 
GATHERED |] 
FIVE 
LETTERS 
OF RECOM- 
MENDATION? 


[aay TERRIBLE || 


FARCE. 


DISTURBING 
THE YOU STAY 
FUNERAL. ] SILENT ALL 
} THIS TIME IN 
ORDER TO 
DIVINE OUR 
THINKING? 


IT SEEMS 
I'VE FAILED 
IN MY 
EDUCATION 


IT'S ALL 
RIGHT, 
REMEMBER 4 ; _— ELSA. 
WHEN WE 
ENDURED 
HEAVY 
TAKES 
FROM 
ENBERCH. 


LIVING AT 
THAT LEVEL 
OF POVERTY 


WILL MY 


STILL NEED LETTERS ; 
Two MORE REACH \ WE'RE NOT 


Bs - THEM . eLAN HOPING FOR 
a GATING. INTACT? oan) 


-/ walle 
/ KEEP AN EAR 
OPEN AROUND put 
THE TAVERN gny- 
TO SEE IF way | = 
ENBERCH'S UP 
TO ANYTHING 
STRANGE. 


c=2I5 
= 


SUPPORTED 
MY FATHER. HELP. 


Ys 


| 


iri. Be \fj 
(| COATED WITH || 
FLOUR IN THE } 
WHEELHOUSE || 
EITHER WAY. 


MY NAME 
\ 1S KRAFT 
| LAWRENCE. ~~ 


LAMA 
TRAVELING 
MERCHANT. 


WHAT 
IS YOUR 
BUSINESS 
HERE? 


THOUGH 
I AM NOT 
A FULL 
PRIEST, I AM 


THE PRIEST, IF 
THAT IS AT ALL 
SCHTING- POSSIBLE. 
HEIM. \ 


Soe 
| 
LOOKING FOR | y 


THE WAY To ||; - Ks 
AN ABBEY. |} : 


DIENDRAN 
ABBEY, 
«UNDER ACTUALLY... 
THE CARE 
OF ABBOT 


LOUIS LANA 
SCHTINGHILT. 


Z 


y AND 


TWILL ALWAYS 


gS 
BES 
RSS 
ee 


SOMETIMES 
I WILL HAVE 
70 GO AWAY 


Pind 


K is ) 
a) Ossie 40 
Laas = = aaah \ i 


\Y 
ne 


I'LL TAKE 
YOU THERE 
ONE DAY, 


ELSA, 


7 DO NORMAL 
BUSINESS. 


OW 
Vw 
=-_ q 


I'VE HEARD 
THE RUMORS 
OF THE 
TRAVELING 
MERCHANT. 


WE'LL NEED 
TO ASCERTAIN 
WHETHER HE'S 

AFFILIATED WITH 
THE RIENDOTT 
COMPANY. 


I LEAVE 
IT IN YOUR 
HANDS. 


LOOKING FOR 
AN ABBEY AND 
WERE HOPING 
YOU WOULD 
KNOW ITS 
LOCATION. 
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I TALKED 
TO MR 


LAWRENCE IN I] 
RONT OF THE | 
MILLHOUSE. || 


BE NICE, 
h) GETTING TO 


Is IT THE 
THING WITH 


THIS 
VILLAGE... 
IT'S LIKE THE 
FOREST OF 
YOITSU... 


YOU MEAN THE 
FAIRY TALE THAT 
FATHER FRANZ 
USED TO TELL? 

SOMETHING 
ABOUT THE 
WOLVES' 
PARADISE... 


EVEN IF 
WE ALL BAND 
| TOGETHER, We 
{ MAY STILL BE 
DRIVEN OUT. 


THAT REMINDS 
ME, A MOUNTED 
MESSENGER 
JUST RETURNED 
TO THE VILLAGE 
ELDER'S HOUSE! 
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THE ELDER 


ASKED ME TO 
PASS IT ON 
TO YOU. 


y IT WAS A 
MESSAGE FROM 
A NOBLE SAYING 
HE'D ACKNOWLEDGE 
TEREO’S CHURCH 
\ AS LEGITIMATELY 


ESTABLISHED. 


THIS WILL 
LAY THE 


Gi 


| wl IF I CAN ONLY GET 
THE LETTERS OF 


Way i 
iw 


Say 


AS SUCH, 
WE'VE COME 
TO PRAY 
FOR SAFE 
TRAVELS. 
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SUCH, 


AS 

WE'VE COME 
TO PRAY 
FOR SAFE 
TRAVELS. 


[ I'LL MAKE 
THE PREPA- 
RATIONS. 


DIFFICULT 


\\ 
TAR situation. ||) —- 
NW, \¥ bf Az » 


+I GATHER \" 
YOU'VE 


COME TO 
ASK ABOUT 


I LEARNED 
OF THE ABBEY 
FROM A NUN IN 
THE TOWN OF 

KUMERSUN. 


THE 
SOURCE WAS A 
BIT ECCENTRIC 
AND MAY HAVE 

MISLED Us. 


NO, NO. 
I'VE ALREADY 
INQUIRED WITH 

THE ELDER, 
WHO SAID HE 


HERE, I'LL 
BEGIN THE 


Give MY \ || 
CONFESSION. || | 


THoucH coo 
KNOWS ALL, He |} 
STILL WISHES TO 
HEAR YOU SPEAK 


TO THOSE WHOSE // 


FAITH IS GOOD. 


FORGIVING 
TO THOSE 
WHO ARE 


\ HONEST. 


I 
HAVE BEEN 
DECEPTIVE 

\ FOR MY 
\ OWN GAIN. 


YOU HAVE 
CONFESSED 
YOUR SIN 
BEFORE GOD. 
NOW HAVE YOU 
THE COURAGE 
TO TELL THE 
TRUTH? 


I TRICKED 
SOMEONE 
USING A FALSE 
PRETENSE. 


onber THERE WAS 
10 


SOMETHING 
T 


WHAT 
REASON? 


J) _NO, 
A] THAT Is 
ANOTHER 

LIE. 


THIS IS 


\ MISS ELSA, 
\\ 


WAS ALSO 
LOUIS LANA 
i 


\ fast 
SCHTINGHILT. s , 
DOLNOT [7 \| 
speak THE =/~< ZO = 
TRUTH? 


= were... Z l 
BEFORE f/ 


WE SIMPLY 
WISH TO KNOW 
THE CONTENTS 
OF THE PAGAN 
TALES THAT 
FATHER FRANZ 
COLLECTED. 


IT's 
NOT FOR 
BUSINESS. 


CAUTION 
cones FROM 4, CERTAINLY 
NOT WANTING [7 HAS NOTHING 
TO REVEAL TO DO WITH 
THE ARCHIVES ENBERCH. 
TO ENBERCH, 


T = MEO 
2 oe YOUR 


NO DOUBT 
THERE ARE MANY \ “| 
FORBIDDEN TEXTS | 
IN FATHER FRANZ’S |) “A 
RESEARCH. 


WE MUST 
SEE FATHER 
FRANZ'S 
RECORDS. 


WHO ARE 
WE? THAT IS 


vA y 
| SATISFYING A) ‘| A QUESTION IV) 
| answer, JM. JIS To WHIcH IT | 
l Dr, IS DIFFIcuLT |} 
TO GIVE... 


WE WANT 
TO SEE THEM 
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——————— Avant. : 


nS 
98 
30) 
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| Aworseek \ 
MY HOMELAND | © 
OF yorrsu. |J 


/ 


sto Ss 
C= Fr 
aS 
— 


\_¢ <a rp Di 
WK »8 VAS 


Oy ee 


THINGS ABOLIT 
ME, I WORRY 
IT'S A PRELUDE 
70 SOMETHING 
FRIGHTENING, 


ISN'T THE 
STUDY OF 
PAGAN GODS 
DANGEROUS 


ANI 
RESPECTED 
ENOUGH TO 


HAVE YOU 
EVER IMAGINED 
THE FORM OF 
GOD, ELSA? 


BUT 


|| THERE WERE 
EXCEPTIONS, 


MOSTLY, IT WAS 


MERE DEIFICATION OF 
NATURAL PHENOMENA 


LIKE FORESTS, RIVE! 
AND SPRINGS, 


" 


THOSE WHO 
BELIEVE IN THE 
PAGAN GODS 
BELIEVE THOSE 
GODS ONCE HAD 
PHYSICAL FORM 
AND WORSHIP 
THEM IN THEIR 
TRADITIONS AND 
FESTIVALS, 


THINK OF IT 
assucn. 4 


DISAPPEAR 
LIKE A DREAM 
AND TROUBLE 


y \ \ 
OF FATHER \ é FURTHER. 


WRITINGS 


AGAIN. 


I-I STILL 
CANNOT BE 


ENBERCH. 


I WISH TO 
RETURN TO \ 
MY HOME. NI 


BUT AGES 
HAVE PASSED 
SINCE I WAS 

THERE. 


INDEED, 

-ANNOT EVEN 
BE SURE IT STILL 

EXISTS. 


ih " 2 N\)))\\| Mg a 
hi L\ y Ai | \ TN 
_! [lyf LY) w TF YOU \ Ny 15 me 
a] / \ BE SOMEONE 
Vi WHO KNEW 
LZ SOMETHING 
U/ {] 


SAME TIME, 
P| I AM FATHER 


SUCCESSOR. 


PLEASE 
COME 
WITH 
ME. 


w ~ 
J m4 
Ne 
: 


WELL UNLESS 
I DRINK THIS 
BEFORE BED. 


WELL, ONCE 
YOU HAVE 
DRUNK IT, 

PLEASE GO 


IT LOOKS 
AS THOUGH 
I'LL MAKE 
IT IN TIME 

FOR BED, 


wan if 
} tA 
| YOU r 
MENTIONED 
THE FORM 


OF GOD 
EARLIER... 


HAVE YOu 
LEARNED 


ANYTHING? 


MISS ELSA, 
ARE YOU ALL 


THE AIR 
SEEMS A BIT 
STALE, SO BE 

CAREFUL. 


i 
rim 322 
ij 


J ADORESS THIS LETTER 
TO WHOMEVER SHOULP FIRST 
ENTER DIENDRAN ABBEY 

AFTER MY DEATH. 


N PAs 
== é: 3S 
QE A 


ea 


IT'SA 
LETTER. 


FINDING THE 
RECORDS 
YOU SEEK. 


THE GIRL 
NAMED 
HOLO, 

THE WISE- 

WOLF OF 

YOITSU.., 


THE TRAVELING 
MERCHANT 


LEFT A TITHE 
7O PAY FOR THE 
CANDLES THEY 


TO FILL THE 
PATRON? — L/BRARY WITH 
CANDLES. 


YJ WELL INTO 
| THE NIGHT. 


weALL FROM THE 
ts ENTRANCE 


[iat 


AFFAIRS, hy 


MR. 
LAWRENCE, 
WERE YOU A 
MILLER TOO, 
ONCE!? 


NO, BUT 

I ONCE 
DID WORK 
AS A TAX 
COLLECTOR. 


/ HOW MUCH Tax Vl] 
OH, 4 THEY oweD FoR BiH 
I NEVER \e 


| slaucuter- |i 
REALIZED. ING ONE PIG, Cs 
YOU SEE. 


so IT's 
GXED IN CLEANING 
ORDER TO 
PAY FOR THE sgINTS THE 
CLEANUP. 
RIVER AND 
BUT OF 
BiRac «=O CREATES 
Nopopy ALOT OF 
WANTe GARBAGE. 
TO PAY. 


7 _TAXATION 
RIGHTS ARE \y_] 
AUCTIONED 
OFF TO THE 
HIGHEST 
AND THEN 
YOU'RE ON ae 


BY TOWN 
YOUR OWN. OFFICIALS. 


IN 
THE END, I \ 
WOULD HAVE 
TO CRY AND 
BEG TO GET 
PEOPLE TO 
PAY. IT WAS 


THE VILLAGE 
SELLS ALL 
ITS GRAIN TO 
ENBERCH. 


CLOTHING 
FROM 
ENBERCH, 


OR 
wth 


TIMES WHEN 
—\ I WAS JUST 
} STARTING 


STAND! 


EVEN AT MY 
LITTLE MILL, 
ONLY THE 
VILLAGE ELDER [ 


IS GLAD TO = 
PAY TAXES. | 
WY 


HE WAS 
FORMIDABLE 
‘ ENOUGH TO 
ainetiee BUILD A CHURCH 
LIRPRISE IN THE MIDDLE 
INVOLVED IN 7 0F A TOWN 
MWooxEn THAT WoRSHIPs 
PAGAN GODS. 
VILLAGE 
TTERS. 


~ ly 


WT) TREYIDRE, 
vest} ws 
SING! 


JERBRRRAS 


‘| ANYWAY, MR. 
LAWRENCE, 

AS YOU WERE 
SAYING... 


WHEN OUR 
LUCK WAS 
BAD, WE'D J 
BE STOPPED f MANY SHIPS Pee 
FOR DAYS | NEARBY, ALL MERCHANT 
AND WOULD : ra \ WAITING FoR “EET 
\“\ GeT RATHER /[@ a A FAVORABLE a 


HUNGRY. 


WE'D HAVE IT 
TOPPED WITH 
BEANS AND 
MINCEMEAT. Y TADS. HU 
DELICIOUS! / j (i THE SHIP, 
Z WAY df THERE WAS 


BREAD 
WITHOUT A 
RISE ISN'T 
BREAD AT 


THE FLAT 
BREAD THEY 
BAKED IN THE 

BOTTOM OF 
A BOWL WAS 
ESPECIALLY 


YOU MEAN 
BREAD NOT 


BLESSED BY | FE 


<\ THE BREAD 
SS spirits? 


I SUPPOSE 
NORMALLY 
THE BAKERS’ 
GUILD CAN BE 
QUITE NASTY, 
SO YOU MIGHT 
NOT HAVE HAD 
A CHANCE TO 
EACH SUCH 

A THING. 


PREPARING 
THE LEAST SUCH A 
I COULD FEAST 
¢ FOR US. 


IS THE 
NORTHLANDS, WELL, I DO 
AND SNOW WILL NOT ‘MIND. 
MAKE YOUR 
SITUATION 


MORE 
DIFFICULT. 
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\ 


\\y 


IN THE COURSE: 
OE MY ENDLESE\, 
SEARCH FOR?TRUTH). 
TWAVE LEFTBEHIND, 
THIS MONUMENT. 


j is 
EVEN AFTER” 
MY. DEATH, 


IN SEARCHING 
FOR. TRACES OF 
THE PAGAN GODS, 
THE KNOWLEDGE 
OF THEM HAS LED 
ME TO.BETTER. 
UNDERSTAND 


ABOUT OUR. = 
OWN GOR. = 
SS 
aS 


S 


SS 


ELOED 2 
GB 


THAT 
EXPRES- 
SION OF 


YOURS... 
DID A HOLE 
SUDDENLY 

OPEN 


THOSE TWO 
CERTAINLY 
GOT ALONG 
WELL, EH? 


WS 
SS 
DP 1 t 


1, 
F THEIR 
Pp 


Y BUT... 

| NOT OFT 
RELATIONSHI 

ITSELF. 


y THOSE 
TWO ARE 
PROBABLY 


P GOING 
oF course, Wo... see MR TO LIVE 
I’M HELPING ae ? TOGETHER [9 
YOU BECAUSE ” 

I WANT TO. 
HOWEVER... 
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IAM 
HOLO, THE \ 
WISEWOLF AC ; I AM THE 
OF YOITSU. Wwe) SD 4 WISEWOLF 


OF YOITSU. 


HAVE YOU 
ANY COM- 
PLAINTS? 


WILL You 


> 
= 
2 
8 
3 
v4 


Qn 


WMD THESE 
RE 


101 


THE TALES. 


= — 


REGARDING 
THE STORIES 
IN THE OTHER 


i BELIEVE 
NONETHELESS. 


REFER TO THE 
SAME SPIRIT. 


LL 


aM 


HOWEVER, THIS 
PARTICULAR 
SPIRIT (8 THE 
ONLY ONE WHOSE 
STORIES I HAVE 
ORGANIZED $0 
THOROUGHLY. 


IT 6 
NOT MY WH 
70 REGARD 
THE TALES IN 
TWI6 BOOK 
Ab SPELIAL. 


THAT [6 
WHY I HAVE 
VENTURED 
70 LEAVE 
THIS BOOK IN 
AMONG ALL 
THE OTHERS. 


HOSE 
WHOSE LOVE OF 
GOP 18 LIKE A 
ZEPHYR IN AN 
OPEN FIELR 


Yer 
1 CANNOT 
Monge THE 
eben PAGANS OF THE | 


NORTULANDS 
\MPORTANCE — THEMSELVES.. 


"MOON-HUNTING 
BEAR.” 


IT'S A BIT 
LATE FOR 
THIS, BUT I 
REALIZE WE 
PRESUMED 
UPON YOU, 


A AW 
| f) 


Poze, 


APOLOGIZE 
EVEN AS 
I THANK 

You. 


SUSPICION IS MORE 
COMPLETELY OF THE 
UNDER-_ _NORTH- 
STANDABLE. LANDS. 


se THERE 
WAS ONE 


ABOUT 
A WOLF 
SPIRIT IN 
yoITsu. 


I CANNOT 
HEAR YOUR 
CONFESSION, 
ON THINGS 
OUTSIDE OF 
BUSINESS. 


ONE OF 
THE TALES 


WHAT DOES 
THAT MAKE 
OUR GOD, 
IN WHOSE 

Ai 


N. 
CONVERTED 
THE PA eAne 


THE CELLAR 
ARE NOT 
FALSE... 


NO, 
THE QUESTION 
HAVE MAY WELL 
BE BEST ASKED 
OF A PERSON 
LIKE YOU. 


YET HE WAS 
A FINE PRIEST 
WHO NEVER 
ONCE MISSED 
HIS DAILY 
PRAYERS. 


oe THAT 
MEANS 
THE GOD 
WE BELIEVE 
IN IS A LIE. 


«NEVER ONCE 
DOUBTED GOD, 
NOT EVEN ON 
HIS PEATHBE? 


M 
FATHER—I 
MEAN, FATHER 
FRANZ— 
GATHERED 
MANY TALES 
OF THE PAGAN 
GODS OF THE 
NORTHLANDS. 


YO. 
COMPANION 
TRULY IS 
A PAGAN 
SPIRIT... 


AND YET, 
FATHER... 


AS I AM NOW, 
Yi /\|\ 1 HAVE NOT THE 
COURAGE TO 


+s THOUGH 
HER TRUE 
FORM IS A 
GIANT WOLF, 
DOES NOT WISH 
TO BE CALLED 
A GOD, NOR 
WORSHIPPED 


I AM, AS You 
SEE, NOTHING 
MORE THAN A 
MERCHANT OF 
NO SPECIAL 
BIRTH. I KNOW 
LITTLE OF THE 
TEACHINGS 


BUT I DO 
NOT BELIEVE 
THAT FATHER 
FRANZ WAS 

MISTAKEN. 


Lien 
| 


TNE 


sien 
fi 
a 
: 
i 
/ 
Uy 


\\\ 
WS ye 
Ss — 


% 

SHS 
RON 
PAN 
ANS 
x 


RIDELIUS's | 
"| HeLtriRe, | 


DY) WAY Wf 
= UZ 
| i 
fl We 


Vo 7 MAY CAUSE 
YOU SOME 


iN 


h 
Kir 


WA 

i . us 
NS) 
VAT 


I AMA 
MERCHANT 
WHO BELONGS 
TO THE ROWEN 
TRADE GUILD. 


MANY 
PEOPLE IN 
THE GUILD'S 
HOUSE IN 
KUMERSUN 
ARE AWARE 
THAT I HAVE 
COME TO THIS 
VILLAGE. 


Ww 
eter) | 
ee 


OF COURSE, 
ELDER SEM, 
“THEN £6 LONG AS 


‘S 
YOU ARE 
TRAVELER 
T WILL TAKING 


API 
‘aive ey, PRITE 
THEM. as 


THAT WILL 
DEPEND ON 
WHETHER YOu 


SPEAK THE 
TRUTH. 


FROM OUR 
| | VLLAGE 
4) HAS BEEN 


POISONED? 


GRANDMA 
JEAN IS 
SICK IN 
BED, BUT 
IT'S JUST 


: WE'LL 
Sv NEVER 


OF 


Ly, 


IF IT WENT 
UNNOTICED 
DURING THE 
HARVEST 
AND WAS 
GROUND? INTO 
FLOUR, IT WAS 
IMPOSSIBLE 
70 FIND, 


THE LIMBS OF 
THOSE WHO ATE 
/T WOULD ROT, 

AND THEY WOULD SAID THAT A 
GO MAD BEFORE SHOEMAKER ATE 
DYING. THE BREAD MADE FROM 
WHEAT HE BOUGHT 
ROM RIENDOTT, 
CHURCHES FOR THEN DIED. ‘ 
TREATMENT. 


/, 

A PLACE CALLED } 
RIDELIUS ABBEY 

TREATED A | COUNCIL SOON 


THE ENBERCH 


PARTICULARLY FOUND OUT THAT 
LARGE NUMBER | IT WAS MADE WITH 
OF CASES, ,.\ WHEAT FROM OUR 
AND IT BEGAN VILLAGE. 
70 BE CALLED 
“RIDELIUS'S 
HELLFIRE,” 


IT MEANS 
WE'LL HAVE 
TO RETURN 
THE MONEY. 


R-RETURN 


THE WHEAT... 
| THAT MEANS... 


TO TEREO RIGHT 
AWAY, SO HE 
DOESN'T KNOW 
WHAT HAPPENED 
AFTER THAT, 
BUT WE CAN 


ma 


== 
WR 


THE 
FEUDAL LORD, 
DUKE BADON, IS 
SURE TO SEND 
A MESSENGER 
TO ENSURE THE 


RETURN OF THE 


THIS IS 


NO TIME FOR |f 


WOMEN TO 
INTERRUPT! 
GET BACK! 


TO BRINGING \, 


WHEAT IN! 


-- = 
VAY, <i \\ 
' vA eA 
y y 


ENBERCH 

WOULD BE 

SATISFIED 
WITH SIMPLE 
REPAYMENT. 


THIS FITS 
PERFECTLY 


ANYTHING 
TO THIS 
VILLAGE! 


THEY'LL 
SURELY USE 
THIS AS AN 

OPPORTUNITY 


ve ANYWAY, 
WE SHOULD 
NEVER HAVE 


IN ANY case, 
EACH OF U 
«AS WELL KY MUST CHECK 
AS HOW MANY a TO SEE HOW 
PROVISIONS If MUCH HARVEST 
WE'VE LAID IN [\ pe MONEY WE YET 
HAVE... 


FOR WINTER. /7 


UNTIL THE 
ENBERCH 
THEY MAY MESSENGER 
ARRIVE AS = ARRIVES, 
SOON AS WE DON'T 
DAYBREAK. KNOW WHAT 


. se THis 1S HARD, ||) 


BUT PLEASE 
ENDURE. 
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MR. 
LAWRENCE, 
I’M AFRAID 
I WILL HAVE 
TO ASK YOU 


TO COME TO 


\ MY HOUSE. 


IT'S 
NOT CLEAR 
THAT WOULD |\/ 
ACTUALLY 
VE 


CHANGED 
ANYTHING. 


LET'S SAY 
THAT WE CAME IN 
TO ASK AFTER THE 
ABBEY’S LOCATION 
AND LEFT THE SAME 
DAY. THEY'D STILL 


THAT 
i/ VILLAGE ELDER 
J WILL SELL US OUT 
IF IT GAINS HIM 
EVEN A LITTLE 
ADVANTAGE IN 


ENBERCH 
WON'T 
NT TO 
ATRIAL TO ele 
DETERMINE wiTtH OUR 
OUR GUILT, TRADE 


IF I COULD 


GET TO THE 
NEAREST 
TOWN WITH 


B7 AND THOSE 
TRYING TO 
CATCH US 
MAY GIVE UP 
THE CHASE 
AS SOON 
AS THEY 
A SEE WE'VE 
ESCAPED. 


YOU THINK 
WILL BE 
ACCUSED OF 


FINE, THEN, 


OO! ter HIM RIDE | 
ON MY BACK 
AS WELL. 


YOU ARE \% 
ABSURDLY 


PUT THROUGH 
ON YOUR 
ACCOUNT... 


A TO REVEAL 
AS\ YOUR TRUE 
\ FoRM. | 


ORISIT 
SIMPLY THAT 


PERSON WHO 
KNOWS MY 
DS “SECRET? 


IT WOULD BE 
A SHAME TO 
LEAVE BEHIND 


I SUPPOSE 
| DON’T 
MIND BEING 
YOUR NEW 
WAGON? 


WE CAN'T 
RESPOND TO 
THEM NOW. 


IF THINGS 


EY Go sour, THey | 


MAY OFFER YOU [= 


r) UP TOENBERCH |@ 


AS A HERETIC 
TOO, 


THE 
WORLD 
IS VAST. 


A CAREFUL 
MAN. DID HE 
PREPARE 
ANYTHING 
FOR A TIME 
LIKE THIS? 


LISTEN 
WELL, NOW. 
YOU CAN'T 

STAY IN THIS 
VILLAGE ANY 
LONGER. 


you 
UNDERSTOOD 
WHEN YOu 
SAW THOSE 
TWO STRANGE 
TRAVELERS, 
DIDN'T YOU? 


ar ea 
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MOMENT, 
THAT 


SEEMS 
DIFFICULT. 


T KNEW SALON 
YOU WOULD 7/7 IN 
COME. j 
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PLEASE, p D 
COME IN. 


YOU WAIT 
OUTSIDE. 


TLL 
LEAVE THIS 
WITH You. 
THINK OF IT 


mi 
oF 
pa — AN. 


QUITE AN 
IF ENBERCH | EXCELLENT 
WAS AS SKILLED PERFOR- 


STILL...TO 
THINK THAT 
ENBERCH 
WOULD 
RESORT 
\ TO SUCH 
THINGS... 


J I WOULD 
| y / NeRY MUCH \ 
/ / \LIKETOASK \ 
IF I WERE " 4 rigs AID FROM 
y i SUPPORTERS, 
ORES QA / | BUT THEY ARE 


ME BECAUSE OF 
MY FATHER'S 
LEGACY. 


IF I ASK FOR 

MORE, TI RISK 

LOSING WHAT 
I HAVE. 


I PROPOSE 
TO ESCAPE 
THIS VILLAGE 
\ WITH YOU 
AND EVAN. 


+ THE 
BLAME 
WILL FALL 


IT IS 
THUS MY OWN 
SELFISH WISH 
THAT IF THERE 


|\ BOTH OF you 
WITH ME. 
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}} DIE HERE. 
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MISS ELSA, 
IS THERE AN 


OUT OF THIS 
CELLAR? I'VE 
HEARD THEY'RE 
COMNON IN 


churcHes. Ae 


I'VE LOOKED, 
THE VILLAGERS ae BUT I DON'T 
CLAIM TO OWE THis KNOW WHERE 
FATHER FRANZ VILLAGE 
A GREAT DEBT, ELSA! 

BUT THEY NEVER 
SHOW A BIT OF 

GRATITUDE! 
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THEY 
NEVER GIVE ANY 
TITHES TO THE 
CHURCH, AND IF 
NOT FOR ELDER 
SEM AND MRS. 
IIMA, WE'D HAVE 
STARVED TO 
DEATH LONG 
AGO! 


—_ 
hw 
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if I REMEMBER 


FATHER 
TELLING ME 
ABOUT IT WHEN 
HE EXPLAINED 
ABOUT THE 
CELLAR. 
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IT'S THIS 
WaAy. I CAN o\ US5)II)) 
SMELL A BIT pit } 
Ee . 


TLL. 


T'LL ONLY BE 


ENBERCH 

WILL HAVE 
THEIR NET 
CAST OVER 
THE ROAD. 


IF MY 
COMPANION rAd 
WERE MERELY 
THE MAIDEN SH 
SEEMS TO BE, 
THAT WOULD 
BE TRUE. 


SPEAKING 
IN TERMS OF 
OUTCOMES, 
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FORK IN THE 
MUST DECIDE 


I AM SORRY, 

MY WEAKNESS 

Wy, HAS BROUGHT 
THIS UPON 


PELL LLL! 
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THINGS 7 
WILL WORK | =] 


OUT, YOU'LL 


al SEE. 


ALONG 
WITH EVAN, 


PROVIDED 
WE'RE 


\ FRUGAL. 


IORRY 
NOT, THIS 
IS THE ONLY 
FORM I CA 
ASSUME. 


IT'S 
A SHAME. 
I PREFER 
MORE 
GENEROUS 
FIGURE. 


\.4i 


y \\ i} 
ANY 


7 


ae ‘ 


\ 
AY 


ACCORDING TO 
EVAN, THIS WAS 
THE BURROW 
LORD TRUYEO 
USED WHEN HE | 
7) CAME FROM THE |") {) | 
| FARNORTHTO |~ 
“| HIBERNATE. 
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SUCH QUEER 

CREATURES, 

SO QUICK TO EVER BEEN 
WORSHIP. ABLE TO GET 


THE 
VILLAGERS 
WOULD 
NEVER 


COME. 
STAYING 


HERE IS 
LIKE ASKING 
EM Te 
FIND us! 


! LET Us FIRST 
HEAD DOWN To | | 


\ eanaiad Af Yj y hii 
of mid 
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NAT HUMAN FORM SO 
WEAK AGAINST 
COLD? 


| (YOU TWO, 
THERE. 
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if il 1 ‘\ 


( HIT 
| 
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MN  iFwerne Werey\/ 
Sepp DISCOVERED. 
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OUR 
PLAN IS TO 
SILENTLY 


= q ABITOF py 
NY FAMILIARITY 
WITH THE 
MN) LANDSCAPE 


=A) woutn serve 
“SUS WELL. 


SHOULD 
WE RETURN 
FOR IT? 


ByUUUUL. 
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+1 WHAT 
HAPPENED 
IN YOITSU, 
THOUGH 
I ALWAYS 
THOUGHT 
IT A FAIRY 


7% IF IT's 
PPT within My 

J)’ KNOWLEDGE, 
I CAN TELL 


BELIEVE IT 


i" TRUE. 
X 
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SS 


ONE OF A LONG 
SERIES OF TALES 
OF THE MOON- 
HUNTING BEAR, 
HOW IT ROAMED 
THE LANDS, 
SLAYING SPIRITS 
| WHEREVER IT 
WENT. 


FORESTS OF 
YO/TSU THERE 
FLOURISHED A 
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ONE DAY, 
HOLOU 
BECAME 
A FASCINATED 
SOME TIME 
THEREAFTER, IT’S 
SAID THAT THE 
MOON-HLUNTING 
BEAR ATTACKED 


WITHOUT SO MUCH 
AS SHOWING 
THEIR FANGS. 


COC Meer eee 


“if 


THE MOON-HLUNTING 
BEAR WAITED FOR 
HOLOU'S RETURN 

FOR SOME TIME, BUT 
WHEN IT REALIZED 
SHE WOULD NOT, 
/T SCARRED THE 
FOREST WITH ITS 
CLAWS AS PROOF 
OF ITS CONQUEST 

AND LEFT. 


Cdah PORTA CTT; 
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IS, i 


MUN ll ll 


BEAR HAD 
«A BATTLE KILLED ALL 


WITH THE THE SPIRITS 
GREAT SEA OF THE 
SERPENT — NORTH- 
TEUPEROVAN LANDS... 
\\ AWalTeD. 


BUT I WAS 
ALWAYS TOO 
TERRIFIED TO 


HOWEVER... 
AFTER THAT, 


WOULD 
ip BEeFOR 
h NAUGHT & 
WY IF you DIE Wy 
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oot ZeHaventy \ \ 
FEEL LIKEA )\\ 
MOTHER... |) 
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J HOLO, THE 
\ wISeWwoLF & 
f ofVoitsu. R 


T/OWELL 


sn AND. 
ICAN. THE 

HUMANS 

WORSHIP OR A Coe oe WHEAT. 

HUMAN. 

AS THE CNL ideo 

GOD OF THE 

GOLUINTIFUL 

HARVEST. 
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HA 
STANDARD 
BEFORE. 


THE VILLAGE'S 
INDEPENDENCE 
|S IN DANGER. \ 


IT WOULD 
CERTAINLY 
BE DONE. A 


4] THEN ENBERCH 
WOULD SIMPLY 
SEND AN ARMY 

TO TEREO. 


E 
CAN'T FIGHT | 
Every ARMY PY 


SO WHAT 
SHALL WE 
DO NEXT? 


THEY WOULD CLAIM 
THE ABSENCE OF 


VICTIMS IN TEREO ‘3 


WAS PROOF THAT 
THE VILLAGE WAS 


BEING PROTECTED FR 


BY EVIL SPIRITS 
AND THAT ALL THE 


VILLAGERS WERE |“ 


GUILTY OF HERESY. 


RIDELIUS'S 

BUT IE THE HELLEIRE |\A 

HELLFIRE HAD BEEN (2 

HAD BEEN MIXED IN WITH |e 

THERE ALL TEREO'S WHEAT \7) 
ALONG, HARVEST, AND 
THERE A CITIZEN OF 
SHOULD ENBERCH HAD 5 

HAVE BEEN DIEDFROM IT. | | 


EY 


, | 
‘|| I'M FATHER 
i FRANZ'S... 
[\J SUCCESSOR... 
! 


I'M 
RETURNING 
TO THE 


VILLAGE. 


I AM 
«<7 )| RESPONSIBLE 


FOR THE 
VILLAGE 


vo@\ CHURCH. 


I CANNOT 
ABANDON THE 
VILLAGERS. 


Willy 
\ 


A MERCHANT \ 


MUST BE ABLE \\y 
| TOLOGICALLY | / 
| WEIGH GAIN KV 

AGAINST 


V 


ANN A \ 


We 


Ly 
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IF 
YOU FIGHT 


my CLAWS 


CAN CRUSH & 
BOULDERS. il 

) 1 CAN DEFEAT A] 
ANY NUMBER WW 

Wy OF HUMANS. 
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\ Vi ff? || Why 
X \ \ wi A I TN 


, 
ZTAALL, 


» INVOITSU 
Ny CAN BEST 
S ME. 


COULD 


i) | HAVE 
A MATCHED 


THAT HAVE 
BEEN BETTER? 
I'M SURE 
YOUR FELLOW 
WOLVES WOULD 
HAVE FOUGHT 
ALONGSIDE 
you. 


ALL ELSE IS 


HYPOTHETICAL. 


BUT YOu 
WOULD'VE 
ADDED ONE 
MORE GREAT 
BATTLE TO 
THE STORIES 
IN FATHER 
FRANZ'S 


|| BUT NONE 
WOULD HAVE 
SURVIVED. 


you 
COULD 
NOT HAVE 
KNOWN WHEN 
DISASTER 
CAME TO 
yolTsu. 


Ty i y 
di | 
lé \, \ y 


(| evan Ie THey'o 
! <\ RETURNED? 


FEMALE, 
YOU'D HAVE 
NO CAUSE TO 
COMPLAIN IF 


BUT THIS 
VILLAGE 
MIGHT YET 
BE, 


I AM NOT 


IF THERE IS 
POISON WHEAT 
MIXED IN WITH 

THE GOOD 


ad 
can sti, = WHEAT... 


D> BUT IT'S 
bi DIFFICULT. 


THINK WE CAN | 677, 
MAKE THEM 
TRUST US. 


SHORT OF | 
A MIRACLE, 
ANYWAY... 


THAT'S IT! 
A MIRACLE! 
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Special Thanks lf 
MR. OKAMOTO ITTOUHE!, MR. TENTSU Tol, 
MR. YAPLUN, MR. N=TA, MB. YUU, MR. A. 


I truly admire how well 
you've ufed the Strengths 
of the manga form in this 

version of the Story. 
It'S all unkwoww territory 
from here! AC a reader, 1 
can’t wait to See more! 


TREY 


Tuna Hasekura 


Congratulations 
on Volume 7! 1’ really 
impressed by how you 
captured Elfa’¢ charm, 
juSt like you did with 
Norah. Each volume is a 
learning experience for 
me, and af I grind my 
teeth from the happiness 
of being able to be in 
thiS position, r'll be 
cheering you on! 
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